
Dear DHS Family, 
 
 We would like to welcome every-
one back after such a long break due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic. It is a joy to 
see each of you healthy and in good spir-
its as we navigate the challenges of this 
unique situation. Hats off to everyone, 
especially our teachers, who are working 
hard to ensure the best virtual and hy-
brid educational experiences for our 
students. Parents, thank you for patient-
ly working with our staff as we navigate 
these new challenges. Despite the obsta-
cles that we are facing, our motto at 
Dillon High School remains the same. We 
will continue to operate with a spirit of 
excellence. 
 Parents, we can assure you that 
your children will continue to be provided 
with a high-quality education. Please re-
member that communication between all 
stakeholders will be the key to success, 
so please stay in contact with your chil-
dren’s teachers throughout the semes-
ter. Also, please make sure that your 
children are signed in to their virtual 
classes on time each day during each 
block. Daily attendance and participation 
are essential to their overall success. 
 Please know that we are taking 
every necessary precaution to ensure 

the safety of our students and 
staff. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to everyone who has personally 
been affected by the Coronavirus. 
At Dillon High School, we are Wild-
cats strong, so we will get through 
this together by staying safe and 
following CDC guidelines and recom-
mendations. 
 Despite the obstacles around 
us, we look forward to great things 
for the 20-21 school term. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 

Timothy P. Gibbs, Principal 
 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School News 

 

Title I News Update 
   Dillon High School is a Title I 
school. The purpose of Title I is to 
“ensure that all children have a fair, 
equal and significant opportunity to 
obtain a high-quality education and 
reach, at a minimum, proficiency on 
challenging State academic achieve-
ment standards and State academic      
assessments.” The program provides 
supplemental services to children in 
Title I school wide programs to im-
prove the academic performance of 
students.      

   Every parent in attendance during 
the schedule and device pick up had 

the opportunity to read the Parent 
Compact and Parent Involvement 
Policy  and provide us with feed-
back. Copies of both policies will 
be available for review until Sep-
tember 30th  for those parents not 
in attendance during schedule and 
device pick up. Your child may 
request a copy from his/her home-
room teacher. Please be reminded 
that we welcome your input on our 
Title I Plan and Parental Involve-
ment Policy. You may also visit the 
school website for a copy of the 
policy. Also, if you were unable to 
attend schedule and device pick up 
on September 2nd & 3rd, you may 
review our Annual Title I Meeting 
PowerPoint which outlines every-
thing about our 20-21 Title I plan 
on our Dillon High School Title I 
webpage. Advanced thanks for your 
support. 

Title I School 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 
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Calendar of Events 

 
9/7-Labor Day Holiday 
9/8-First Day of School for Students 
9/16-First American Red Cross Blood Drive 
10/7-Progress Reports 
10/29-Parent Conferences-3 pm– 6 pm 
10/30-Teacher Inservice-Workday 
 

DHS WELCOMES  
Adam Ford-Sociology 
Brenda Haynes-Accounting 
Bryce King-Health & Personal  
             Wellness 
Marasai McCrimmon-Biology 
Norman Quick– Physical Education 
(Welcome Back) 



Welcome Back!!! 

From Ms. Sha Campbell (English Department) 

Welcome to a new school year at DHS. Although this school year certainly is not what we are 
accustomed to, rest assured that out faculty and staff are working hard to make this experience 
work for everyone. We are all learning a lot this year and our students have proven to be some of 
the best teachers! We will continue to grow and learn together this semester. Things to remem-
ber: be sure your student is logging in daily to their virtual classes, complete assignments daily to 
confirm attendance, most classes have online textbooks, however, you can get a hard copy from 
the DHS media center, stay in touch with teachers through email or on your students’ TEAMS 
posts page. We are off to a great start! Let’s have a wonderful year!  

 
From: Ms. Patrice Lindsay (Spanish Department) 

With the incredible support from staff members and my department chair, my Spanish 1, 2 and 3 stu-
dents and I are gradually getting used to the “new normal”. Virtual and face-to-face classes are running 
smoothly, and students are working hard and meeting their weekly learning goals. Although there have 
been a few glitches, I have already started to build strong tech skills and new styles of teaching that 
work for my students.  
  
Students have been out of school since March 2020, so most have forgotten the majority of what they 
have learned in Spanish. Presently, students are reviewing how to meet and greet others,  they are de-
scribing themselves and others, and they are saying what they like to do and stating what others like to 
do in Spanish. Students are also doing two oral recordings per week as they continue to improve their 
speaking skills. As we progress, students are beginning to feel more comfortable speaking in the target 
language. Class sizes for face-to-face instruction is very small, so this has given me a chance to connect 
with each student individually and help them to practice speaking Spanish. 

 

From: Mrs. Amanda Hastings (Math Department Chair) 
Learning from a Distance 

     Welcome to our new norm!  Learning this semester is different, however, educating all stu-
dents is still our top priority.  To our Fall 2020 math students, Dillon High School’s math depart-
ment welcomes you to our diverse way of learning. The diversity of hybrid or virtual learning is 
off to a great start.  Is it perfect? No, but we are seeing positive progress.  During this new 
norm of learning, parents please rest assured that we are available for our students’ learning.   

     Parents and students, as we continue to push forward remember: 

                          All students (virtual and hybrid) have daily math assignments. 

                          All students should log in to their classes each day at the assigned period 
                                        (this is  very important for attendance purposes) 
 

All students are encouraged to communicate with their  teachers through      
“Teams” and through “email concerning assignments and grades.” 

      
     Finally, parents and students, please remember that this new norm is new for all of  us.  We 
may be distanced, but we are still destined for greatness, and our separation has never made us 
more determined to meet the mathematical needs of our students. 



 

 

 

 

Welcome Back  

From the Desk of 

Ms. Marasai  McCrimmon (Science Department) 
 

The Virtual World and Biology 

 

 For the past two weeks, Ms. McCrimmon’s Biology classes have been ad-
justing to being presented in a completely new format.  Virtual learning or E-
Learning is a concept brought to reality that both the students and the teach-
ers are adjusting to. Although the students and their teachers will not 
“physically” see each other, there are still ways that enable both parties to 
communicate and see each other. With the use of technology and programs 
such as Microsoft Teams, students are now able to communicate with their 
teachers and fellow classmates.  However, before the lessons and objectives 
could be presented, the first and most important priority was to make sure 
that every student could navigate through Microsoft Teams on their new tab-
lets. I used a few days to show students how to join meetings, where to locate 
their class notebooks, how to submit assignments, and how to ask their teach-
ers any questions if they were having any issues.  During this time, the stu-
dents learned quickly how to find their classwork and other assignments within 
their class notebooks.  Using simple assignments that are related to certain 
topics in Biology such as comparing and contrasting organisms and climate 
change, the students are now able to respond to questions that can potentially 
lead to small class discussions amongst themselves. Students’ quick learning of 
how to use this new technology has also led to them helping each other with 
any “technical difficulties” within Teams. As we begin week three, a majority 
of the students have adjusted to Teams and are now able to follow along to 
presentations and respond in any class discussions whether it be by voice or by 
using the chat feature within Teams.  During the semester, additional virtual 
methods will be used to enhance the virtual experience of learning which will 
help students understand the concepts and the world around them. 

This Photo by Un-

https://altc.alt.ac.uk/online2019/news/getting-the-most-from-the-alt-online-winter-conference-2019/


CHEMISTRY  

2020 has presented us with a new way of learning and teaching.  
As we begin this school year, some students will be participating in 

the virtual platforms while others will be “face- to- face.” We hope that parents and students 
will be patient and offer assistance to anyone who is having difficulty, whether it is a teacher 
or student. This is a new path that we are all trying to walk, and we must walk together. 
Chemistry 1 will incorporate various platforms to help students understand the concepts of 
the course. To name a few, we will use Teams, Edmentum, USA TestPrep, Quizziz and Study Is-
land. 
 
Chemistry is a branch of physical science that studies the composition, structure, properties 
and change of matter. Students that have an interest in the subject at Dillon High School are 
challenged to think outside the box to understand the basic concepts. As a Chemistry teacher, 
I encourage students to embrace every aspect of the subject, as it is the science of the world.  
 

As usual, this semester, students are being equipped with the groundwork of significant digits 
and scientific notation. This foundation will allow students to apply the concepts to the new 
material of the course for more clarity and better understanding. Lab safety is very important 
in Chemistry, and students have already been informed of how to conduct safe lab proce-
dures. All students are now fully aware of the location of the safety equipment we have on 
hand, when to use it, and how to use it. 
 

Guaranteed success in Chemistry 1 comes from reviewing notes daily and actively paying 
attention during lectures. Honors students will be expected to complete extra assignments 
that will stimulate creativity. I look forward to another very successful year! 

 
 

Janice G. Willis, BS 
Chemistry Teacher 

                        Dillon High School 



Virtual attendance refers to the delivery of instructional content that does 

not occur in a physical classroom on school grounds or school property. Virtual attend-
ance is determined by whether or not a student submits work or participates in as-
signed activities in accordance with the classroom teacher’s written requirements. 

Students receiving virtual instruction who submit assignments or participate in as-
signed learning experiences by the deadline established by the classroom teacher in 

conjunction with the building administrator should be considered present. Students 
who fail to submit assignments or participate in the assigned learning experience(s) 
by the deadline established by the classroom teacher with approval from the building 

administrator should be considered absent. An absence is “excused” or “unexcused” 
using district procedures and policies and consistent with state law and regulations. 

Hybrid Schedule 

For a hybrid schedule (onsite instructional days combined with virtual instruc-

tional days), if assignments are to be completed over a number of scheduled 
virtual days and students submit the assignments by the deadline established 

by the classroom teacher, they should be considered present for each of the 
associated virtual instructional days. To reduce the possibility of students 
being unaccounted for, educators must reconcile virtual attendance on Friday. 

 
Addressing Student Attendance due to COVID-19 
 

Students not participating in instruction (virtual or non-virtual) due to reasons asso-
ciated with COVID-19 should be marked absent. Absences associated with COVID-19 
should be excused, using the “SC-FLU” code along with a descriptor in the comment 

field: “COVID-19”. 

Students who are quarantine due to COVID-19 exposure may be offered virtual 

learning instruction during that timeframe. 

South Carolina Virtual Attendance 

Policy 



 

Retake  
Policy 

 

 

Every student at DHS will have the opportunity to retake any test, 
assignment, project or quiz that resulted in a failing grade or for 
grade improvement. Students are allowed a total of 5 retakes each 
nine weeks. Students and teachers are responsible for arranging    
suitable times for retakes.  
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DHS now has a resource center 
available to all parents. Please call 
Ms. Cynthia Williams at 774-1230 
ext.226 for more information. 

 

 

 

Items available: 

Leveled Text 

 High Interest Novels 
 Informational Text 
 Test Preparation Materials 
 Math Resources 
 ACT/ SAT Study Guides 

 Calculators 

 Paper/Writing Utensils 

 

Parent  Resource 
Center 



Title I Planning Team or School Improvement Council 
If you are interested in serving on the Title I Planning Team or School Improvement 

Council or if you would like to nominate someone, please complete the bottom portion of 
this form and return it to school by October 10th. 

___________________________________________________ 
 I am willing to serve on the DHS Title I Planning Team. 

 I am willing to serve on the School Improvement Council.   

 I am nominating someone who is willing to serve on the Title I Planning Team. 

 I am nominating someone who is willing to serve on the School Improvement Council.  

   I am nominating the person listed below to serve on the DHS Title I planning team. 

Name _____________________(print first and last name) 

Signature ___________________ 

Phone number ________________ 

Child’s Name _________________ 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The first DHS blood drive was held on September 16, 2020.  Students 17 
years old or older may sign up to donate blood with Ms. Williams in room 108. 
Students who are 16 years of age and would like to donate blood can obtain a 
parent permission form from Ms. Williams prior to the next blood drive. 
Height and weight requirements must be met in order to donate. 

Seniors have the added opportunity to earn a red cord to wear during the 
graduation ceremony by donating at least three times during their senior year 
or having five different people to donate on their behalf. This year’s drives 
are scheduled for: 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Wednesday, (TBD) 

Friday, April 23, 2021 
Please consider beginning a life-long passion for helping to  

save lives. Sign up to give blood on a regular basis. 

 



 
 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

District policy is as follows: 

The school year consists of 180 school days.  Attendance is the pres-
ence of a student on days when school is in session.  Students may be 
counted present only when they are actually at school, on homebound in-
struction, or are present at a school activity which is authorized by the 
school.  This may include field trips, athletic contests, academic contests, 
music festivals, student conventions and similar activities. 

Students must have 120 hours of seat time to earn a Carnegie unit (60 
hours for a ½ unit). 

This limits all absences to 10 days (5 days for a ½ unit). This includes all 
days missed – excused, unexcused, bereavement, medical, etc. 

When students have three (3) consecutive or five (5) total unexcused or 
unverified absences (by class and/or school day) the school will contact 
parents and develop a truancy intervention plan (TIP) for improved at-
tendance.  Students under 17 years of age who violate a TIP will be re-
ferred to a higher authority for truancy.  Parents will be required to 
meet with administration to develop plan.  

If you are not in class, you are marked absent! 

*Only five (5) days can be made up to count toward ATTENDANCE  

RECOVERY. 

 

ATEC STUDENTS – ALL students will ride the bus to and from 
ATEC every day. If you are late and miss the bus to ATEC, your par-
ent must sign you in at ATEC. Students of parents choosing not to 
take them to ATEC due to late arrival will remain in ISS until 3rd 
block or until students return from ATEC. Driving privileges for stu-
dents going to ATEC will be at the principal’s discretion. 



Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students 
who are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by 
creating an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families 
work together to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innova-
tive, and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers 
and citizenship in the 21st Century. 

 


